Previous safe administrations of neuromuscular blocking agents do not exonerate from the risk of anaphylactic shock.
We describe a grade IV anaphylactic shock to atracurium. A 34-year-old woman was scheduled for her ninth abdominal surgery. Within the last 10 months, for previous abdominal procedures she had received atracurium, cisatracurium or suxamethonium. No adverse event was reported. In the present case, a cardiac arrest occurred within 1 min after atracurium injection. Anaphylaxis was immediately evoked and treatment started. The diagnosis of anaphylaxis to atracurium was confirmed by the allergological assessment. This case report highlights the fact that patients without any previous adverse events to neuromuscular blocking agents are never exempt from risk of anaphylactic shock, even with a designated low-risk agent of sensitization.